CONCLUSION
It was at this time that the classes of secular society were formed:
the nobility, made up of warriors owning large domains; the
bourgeoisie of the towns, made up of traders and craftsmen; and
the villeins, or peasants, who tilled the soil.
The clergy, which owned great domains and, from the ninth
century onward, possessed an authority over believers that was
backed by force, though, in point of fact, it lived apart from secular
society, was disturbed before the end of the twelfth century by the
native heresy of the Waldenses (Vaudois) and the Oriental
heresy of the Albigenses. It crushed them by crusades and the
Inquisition and began to consolidate its influence over the laity
by means of the new preaching and mendicant orders established
in the towns.
The bourgeois, who by the thirteenth century were beginning
to amass wealth, adopted the new methods of trade and credit
introduced into France by the Italians, such as bills of exchange,
banks, and discount operations.
To the assemblage of various peoples which were to give rise
to the French nation the invaders from the north, the Franks and
Normans (that is, Flemings and Banes), brought energy, activity,
and a spirit of enterprise and discipline which were to provide the
nation with its political and social framework; from them, too,
came the French aptitude for the plastic arts, poetry, and music;
it was in the region where they had settled that the first French
civilization took shape and that most French writers and artists
were afterwards to appear.
The anciently established sedentary populations in the centre,
the west, and the mountains, which were to form the large majority
of the nation, seem to have brought as their contribution liveliness
of intelligence, readiness of speech, manual dexterity, a natural
elegance of manners and language, and an individualistic senti-
ment carried to the point of anarchy. Their women contributed
to the life of France an exceptional faculty of exerting influence
over men possessed neither by the women of the north nor by
those of the Mediterranean lands,
It is not easy to distinguish the contribution of these peoples from
that of the equally sedentary and agricultural peoples of the south:
the Gascons and Catalans and the peoples of Languedoc and
Provence. Although their type of sensibility differs markedly from
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